
LOOKING AHEAD 
 
November 20   11:00 am Church Clean-up 
  4:00 pm Thanksgiving Interfaith Service at DRCC 
 5:00 pm      Soup Kitchen 
  8:00 pm      AA 
 

November 22 6:30 pm Scouts – Webelos 
 

November 23 6:00 pm Scouts – Bear Den 
 

November 24     Office Closed Happy Thanksgiving 
   

November 27 10:00 am     Worship 
 5:00 pm      Soup Kitchen 
  8:00 pm      AA 

 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at 
the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the United 
Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, embracing, 
nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting Volunteers Needed – We are looking for 5 families or groups to 
participate in the annual Advent Wreath lighting ceremony.  The dates are November 27, 
December 4, 11, 18 and Christmas Eve.  See Alan or the church office if interested.   

 
Coffee Hour resumes this Sunday!  Which means there are now sign-up sheets in the 
narthex for Fellowship Hour.  
 

This month’s deacon is Barbara-Jan Wilson.  Flowers are provided by Claudia Epright in 
“Thanksgiving for all those who open their hearts so that others may share in the bounty 
with which we are blessed.”   Our greeter this morning is Peg Lieberman.  
 

ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Wednesday 8:30 am-12:30 pm, other times by appointment 
  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday-Wednesday 9am-1pm. 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER  

An Open & Affirming Congregation of  
The United Church of Christ 
 November 20, 2022  10:00 a.m.  
Thanksgiving Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD 
 
WELCOME                                                                                                    Barbara-Jan Wilson, Deacon 
 

PRELUDE                                    Sing Praise to God                                            E. Broughton 
 

INTROIT              All Praise to God the Eternal                                           H. Gaul 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Psalm 100, in unison             541 (pew bible)    
 

*HYMN                                           We Gather Together                                    23 
 

INVOCATION                                                    
Great God, Creator, Savior and Spirit, we thank you for this good earth, the friendly soil 
beneath our feet, the cheerful sun above us by day, and the wondrous stars by night. 

O give thanks to God who is so good, whose love endures forever. 
For trees that reach up for the light, for plants that flower abundantly, for the promise of 
spring, the fruits of summer and autumn and the rest of winter, for creatures that leap and 
run, swim, fly and dive. 

O give thanks to God who is so good, whose love endures forever. 
For the human race, large with possibilities, for saints, scientists, explorers, prophets, 
athletes, artists, musicians and poets; for the love that goes the second mile and for those 
who give their lives for others. 

O give thanks to God who is so good, whose love endures forever. 
We thank you for never leaving us alone, not even when we behave despicably. Always you 
have been a saving God, but never more than when you came in and through Jesus of 
Nazareth: his life, death and resurrection fill us with wonder, love and praise. 

O give thanks to God who is so good, whose love endures forever.  Amen. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Job 14.1-22 

 
 
ANTHEM                                  All Things Bright and Beautiful                                     J. Rutter 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                  Matthew 14.13-21 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 
came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall receive mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when people 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  
Rejoice and be glad, for you reward is great in heaven, for in the same way the persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 
 
SERMON                               “The Blessings We Call Trouble”                  Rev W. Alan Froggatt 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds  
of evil against you falsely on my account.” 

(Matthew 5.11) 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

ANTHEM                                                   Anthem of Gratitude                                         H. Kihlken 
 

SERVICE OF DEDICATION 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  (“trespasses”) 
 
POEM                                                     Remember                              Joy Harjo (1983) 
 

*HYMN                                   Come Ye Thankful People Come                                             526 
 

*BLESSING & BENEDICTION                      
  

BENEDICTION RESPONSE                           Lead Me Lord                                            S. Wesley 



 

We Gather Together 
 

We gather together to ask for your blessing, you chasten 
and hasten your will to make known; the wicked 
oppressing now cease from distressing.  We praise your 
name, O God; forget not your own. 
 
Beside us to guide us, O God, with us joining, ordaining, 
maintaining, redeeming our world; so from the beginning 
the fight we were winning; Lord, you were at our side; we 
trust in your word. 
 
We all do extol you, our leader triumphant, and pray that 
you still our defender will be.  Let your congregation 
escape tribulation.  Your name be ever praised!  O Lord, 
make us free! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come Ye Thankful People Come 
 

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest 
home; all is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, does provide for our wants to be 
supplied; come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song 
of harvest home. 
 
All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield, 
all the fruits in full supply, ripened ‘neath the summer  sky, 
all that spring with bounteous hand scatters o’er the smiling 
land, all that liberal autumn pours from its rich o’er flowing 
stores. 
 
These to thee, our God, we owe, source from whom all 
blessings flow; and for these our souls shall raise grateful 
vows and solemn praise.  Come, then, thankful people, 
come, raise the song of harvest home; come to God’s own 
temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 


