
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

 
July 10  5:00 pm      Soup Kitchen 
        8:00 pm      AA 
 
July 15       8:15 am      Coffice hours at Simon’s Marketplace 
 
July 17    9:00 am     Worship 
  5:00 pm      Soup Kitchen 
        8:00 pm      AA 

 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of 
the United Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s 
love, embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 

The Deacon for June is Peggy Phillips. Flowers are given on the altar by Peggy Phillips.  
Our Greeter for today is Jennifer Gill.  
 
 

ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS: Thursday-Saturday 8:30 am-12:30 pm, other times by appt. 
  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday-Friday 9am-1pm.  
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER  

An Open & Affirming Congregation of  
The United Church of Christ 

 July 10, 2022  9:00 a.m.  
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD 
 
PRELUDE                                     Mother Goose Medley                                               
                                     
INTROIT                                                      Holy Ground                                            arr W. Harrah  
                                           Sung by Claudia and Ed Epright 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
We are people who are “doers of the Word,” and not merely hearers. 
   We strive to live out Christ’s call to minister to the least, the lost & the lonely. 
We follow Christ’s call to bring good news from the top of West Main to the four corners 
of the world. 
   We stand against hunger and homelessness, poverty and injustice. 
We find great joy in serving “the least of these, our brothers and sisters.” 
   And in the spirit of the prophets, we will continue to do justice, love kindness, and 
   walk humbly with God.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN                                 Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                                         353                    
 
INVOCATION                                             Peggy Phillips, Deacon 
Loving God, you have entrusted to us the care of all creation, and you have called each 
of us by name into your service.  We remember that those who encountered Jesus 
found acceptance, healing, and the possibility of new life, and we bring ourselves to 
that same encounter this morning.  We remember that both the prophets and apostles, 
though flawed and imperfect human beings, were able, through prayer and presence, 
to touch lives and bring healing and hope to your people through the power of your 
Holy Spirit.  And so it is in your name that we pray now, for ourselves and for others, 
that your presence, which we call into our worship, may be present in us as we move 
in and through your holy world; in the name of Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                       Hosea 14.1-7; Malachi 4.1-6 
Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity.  
Take words with you and return to the LORD; say to God, ‘Take away all guilt; accept that 
which is good, and we will offer the fruit of our lips.  Assyria shall not save us; we will not 
ride upon horses; we will say no more, “Our God”, to the work of our hands.  In you the 
orphan finds mercy.’ I will heal their disloyalty; I will love them freely, for my anger has 
turned from them.  I will be like the dew to Israel; they shall blossom like the lily, they 
shall strike root like the forests of Lebanon.  Their shoots shall spread out; their beauty 
shall be like the olive tree, and their fragrance like that of Lebanon. They shall again live 
beneath my shadow, they shall flourish as a garden; they shall blossom like the vine, their 
fragrance shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 
 
ANTHEM                                   Simple Gifts from God                                            J. Martin  

                                           
SERMON                                  “The Gosling Oracles”                          Rev. W. Alan Froggatt 
                               (Overlooked and Underpreached – I) 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  (“trespasses”) 
 
POEM                                       Easter Wings (after Malachi 4.2)                    George Herbert 
  
*HYMN                                         I Love to Tell the Story                                                 360  
 
BLESSING & BENEDICTION                      
  
BENEDICTION RESPONSE                      Holy Ground                                                          W. Harrah 
 

 
 



 
Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 

 
Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of 
grace, we respond with deep commitment fresh new lines 
of faith to trace.  May we learn the art of sharing, side by 
side and friend with friend, equal partners in our caring to 
fulfill God’s chosen end. 
 
Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to 
work and worth, let us follow, never faltering, reconciling 
folk on earth.  Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s 
people, young and old, blending human skills together 
gracious gifts from God unfold. 
 
Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, in a small or global 
sense, help us bear each other’s burdens, breaking down 
each wall or fence.  Words of comfort, words of vision, 
words of challenge, said with care, bring new pow’r and 
strength for action, make us partners, free and fair. 
 
So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life 
that surround each person’s sorrow with a calm that 
conquers strife.  Make us partners in our living, our 
compassion to increase, messengers of faith, thus giving 
hope and confidence and peace. 
 
 

 
 

I Love to Tell the Story 
 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, of Jesus and 
his glory, of Jesus and his love.  I love to tell the story, 
because I know ‘tis true; it satisfies my longings as nothing 
else can do. 
 Refrain 

I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory, to tell the old, 
old story of Jesus and his love. 
 

I love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat what seems, 
each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet.  I love to tell 
the story, for some have never heard the message of 
salvation from God’s own holy word. 
 Refrain 
 
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best seem 
hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.  And when, 
in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, ‘twill be the 
old, old story that I have loved so long. 
 Refrain 


