
Overlooked and Underpreached 

 

Today begins a summer sermon series on some of the books of 

the Bible that don’t get a lot of attention.  Specifically, these are 

books that I haven’t yet addressed with all of you, through no fault 

of their own.  Today we will look at the twelve Minor Prophets as 

a whole in a light-hearted way of approaching them. 

 

Hosea  (“There was a crooked man…”) 

Hosea married a harlot named Gomer; she left him, but his 

persistent love brought her back.  It is an allegory of the depth of 

God’s love for Israel. 

 

Joel  (“Little boy blue…”) 

Joel was a professional prophet; he saw a plague of locusts as a 

sign of God’s judgement. 

 

Amos  (“For want of a nail…”) 

Amos condemned Israel and her neighbors for shallow piety 

injustice and overconfidence in their own might. 

 

Obadiah (“Three little kittens…”) 

Obadiah prophecies against those who would gloat over Israel’s 

downfall. 

 

Jonah  (“Little Miss Muffet…”) 

Jonah was a reluctant prophet; he didn’t want to announce God’s 

mercy and forgiveness to Nineveh, because he was afraid the city 

would actually repent! 

 

 

Micah  (“Wee Willie Winkie…) 

Micah wanted to purify worship; tells of present judgement 

and future forgiveness. 

 

Nahum (“Ladybug, ladybug…”) 

Nahum proclaimed God’s wrath against defiant Nineveh 

and Assyria. 

 

Habakkuk (“London Bridge is falling down…”) 

Habakkuk asked, “Why do the wicked prosper and the 

righteous suffer?”  On a more comforting note, God 

assured him that the righteous will life by faith. 

 

Zephaniah (“Simple Simon”) 

Zephaniah condemned corrupt religious practices, and 

offered consolation to those who depend on God. 

 

Haggai and Zechariah  (“Mistress Mary, quite contrary…”) 

Haggai unified the religious life of Israel, the impetus for 

restoring the Jerusalem temple.  Zechariah, a contemporary 

of Haggai, pictures the Prince of Peace and the Good 

Shepherd. 

 

Malachi   (“I had a little hobby horse…”) 

Malachi emphasizes the importance of the temple and the 

priesthood, and points ahead to a new covenant. 

 


