
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

July 3 
 
 
 
July 4 

5:00 pm 
8:00 pm 
 
 
Office Closed 

Soup Kitchen 
AA 
 
 
Happy Independence Day 
 

July 8 8:15 am Coffice hours at The Villager 
 

July 10 9:00 am  
5:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 
AA 
 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the United 
Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, 
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 

The Deacon for July is Peg Phillips.  Ruth Mowry is your Greeter today.  Sue Germini 
Humble gave flowers for the altar.  
 
 
 

ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS: Wednesday-Friday 8:30am-12:30pm, other times by appt.  
  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday - Friday 9am-1pm 

 

“Like Socrates & Epictetus, [Jesus] wrote nothing himself.  But he had not, like them a Xenophon or an 
Arrian to write for him.  On the contrary, all the learned of his country, entrenched in its power and riches, 
were opposed to him, lest his labors should undermine their advantages; and the committing to writing his 
life and doctrines fell on the most unlettered and ignorant men; who wrote, too, from memory, and not till 

long after the transactions had passed.” 
Thomas Jefferson, in the Syllabus to The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth, also 

known as The Jefferson Bible 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER  
An Open & Affirming Congregation of  

The United Church of Christ 
July 3, 2022 9:00 a.m.  

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE                                                    Faith of Our Fathers                                       C. Callahan 
      
INTROIT                                                            We Are Called (v. 1)                                      D. Haas 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                      (William W. Reid Jr., 1958) 
O God of every nation, of every race and land, redeem your whole creation with your 

almighty hand; 

Where hate and fear divide us, and bitter threats are hurled, in love and mercy guide 

us, and heal our strife-torn world. 

Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, when hatred and division give way 

to love and peace, 

 ’Til dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign, and Christ shall rule 

victorious over all the world’s domain. Amen. 

 
*HYMN                                    God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand                                         537 
 
INVOCATION                                                                                              Peg Phillips, Deacon 
This world, O Lord, is your world.  This land, O Lord, is your land.  Give us your 
vision of your land as your love would make it: 
 - a land where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor; 
 - a land where the benefits of life are shared, and all can enjoy them; 
 - a land where different races and cultures live in tolerance and mutual respect; 
 - a land where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love. 
And give us the inspiration and courage to build and inhabit just such a land, O 
Lord; Amen. 
 

 
 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                Psalm 133 
How very good and pleasant it is / when sisters and brothers live together in unity!  
It is like the precious oil on the head, / running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, / running down over the collar of his robes.  
It is like the dew of Hermon, / which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the LORD ordained the blessing, / life for evermore. 
 

ANTHEM                             Thy Word Is Like a Garden         (Irish Melody arr. by K. Kaiser) 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON   Closing verses, Matthew & John, from The Jefferson Bible 
 

SERMON                                 “Faith of Our Founders”                        Rev. W. Alan Froggatt 
“In the garden was a new sepulchre wherein was never man yet laid.  There laid they Jesus, 

and rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.” 
(Closing verses of The Jefferson Bible) 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  (“trespasses”) 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION  
 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 

POEM                                              The New Colossus         Emma Lazarus 1883 
 

*HYMN                                  O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                                                532 
 

BLESSING & BENEDICTION 
 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE                  We Are Called (v. 2)       

 



 
 

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 
 
God of the ages, whose almighty hand leads forth in 
beauty all the starry band of shining worlds in splendor 
through the skies, our grateful songs before thy throne 
arise. 
 
Thy love divine hath led us in the past; in this free land 
with thee our lot is cast; be thou our ruler, guardian, guide 
and stay, thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 
 
From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, be thy strong 
arm our ever sure defense; thy true religion in our hearts 
increase; thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 
Refresh thy people on life’s toilsome way; lead us from 
night to never-ending day; fill all our lives with love and 
grace divine, and glory laud, and praise be ever thine. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!  
America! America!  God shed all grace on thee, and 
crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining 
sea. 
 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned 
stress a thoroughfare for freedom beat, across the 
wilderness!  America!  America!  God mend thy every 
flaw, confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 
 
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, who 
more than self their country loved, and mercy more than 
life!  America!  America!  May God thy gold refine, till all 
success be nobleness, and every gain divine. 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!  
America!  America!  God shed all grace on thee, and 
crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining 
sea. 


