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OVERLOOKING JENNINGS POND
Rev. W. Alan Froggatt
Last Sunday, reading through the stories of Jesus feeding the multitudes, we heard how he repeated the
admonition, “It’s not about the bread,” It’s not about the bread.
Well, this is about the bread. Specifically, it is about the ways you and I do and continue to feed the
hungry and the homeless in our midst. With Thanksgiving and Christmas right around the corner, we
are mindful of the needs in our community. Some of you are familiar with the United Way’s ALICE
data. ALICE is the acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed – meaning households that earn more than the federal poverty level, but less than the basic cost of living for the area.
In Middlesex County, twenty-nine percent of households fall below the ALICE line. This means that
often times families need to make difficult choices among housing, food, transportation and health
care, because they can’t afford them all.

There are many organizations and agencies positioned to help these families, and our church is but one
among many – a very important one among many. You will read elsewhere in this holiday Uniter of
opportunities to help. And I want you to read it here as well, because it is a key component of who we
are as a church and a key component of who we are as a community resource. For Thanksgiving
we’re collecting whole turkeys and or turkey breasts to share with our neighbors, as well as Adams gift
cards. These donations will go a long way to feed families who would otherwise go without, and the
gift cards, which we collect year-round and distribute regularly, provide them with the option to purchase what they need, rather than to just take whatever we or another agency might be handing out.
Our congregation continues to support the Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Pantry, both in terms of volunteering on Sunday nights, as well as taking positions of responsibility. I want to share with you the
news that I have agreed to serve on the SSKP Board of Directors beginning January 2023. I’m excited
about becoming more deeply involved in the organization, and am impressed by how many congregations, clergy and lay people are part of it. It’s the kind of work Jesus expects of his followers, and the
kind of work the disciples did in feeding the multitudes.
Soon you will be hearing from our church’s Outreach Committee about ways of brightening the
Christmases of local families whose resources are already stretched to the breaking point. So let me
say Thank You for all the ways you contribute to the work of our church in community, it makes a real
difference in the lives of our neighbors and friends.
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CALL TO THE BUDGET MEETING
Under Article II of our Constitution
and
By-Laws, members of the
United Church of Chester
are hereby called to an
Annual Budget Meeting
Sunday November 27, 2022
Following the service
The purpose of this meeting will be
to:
•
•

Review and approve the 2023 budget
Transact any other business proper to
come before the church membership.
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2022 Thanksgiving Basket Outreach
The United Church of Chester Outreach
Committee needs your help in providing turkeys, turkey breasts and gift cards for
Thanksgiving baskets which will be delivered to local families this holiday season.
Gift cards in the amount of $10.00 and
above from Adams in Deep River are requested. The gift cards can be dropped off
at the UCC office Tuesday-Fridays 9:001:00.
Perishable items of turkeys and turkey
breasts can be donated on Saturday, November 19th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.
Any questions please contact Sue GerminiHumble at 860-395-4340 or church office at
860-526-2697. Thank you.

Liz Luther, Church Clerk

Stewardship
Please remember to return your 2023 pledge to the
church by Sunday, November 20. The service that
morning will include the Dedication of our Gifts.

Backpack Program Update
Thanks to our faithful shoppers, packers and delivery person, the Backpack Program is running
smoothly going into the holiday season. We are serving a eight children at Chester Elementary
School each week.
Many, many thanks to those who help carry out this mission every week and to those whose donations make it possible.
Patricia Kosky, Backpack Program Coordinator
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Friday Coffice Hours
At 8:15 a.m. Alan will be at:
November 4

Birthdays
1
4
6
8
12
18
20
23
24
25
30

Grace Carpenter
Austin Sypher
Aaron Holliday
Nick Gorra
Eric Holliday
Drake Peterson
Reagan Doyon
Karla Tessitore
Cora Lynde
Odelle Greene
Stone Gilbert
Sue Saltus
Matt Robida
Abigail Jeweczyn

Anniversaries
10 Marie and Jim Ready
Steve and Kathy Merola

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service
There will be a Thanksgiving Interfaith Service on
November 20th at 4:00 PM at the Deep River Congregational Church. The service will have participation of various area churches and faiths. Please join
friends and neighbors in this community supporting
service.

The Villager

November 11 Simon’s Marketplace
November 18 The Villager
November 25 No Coffice Hours
December 2

Simon’s Marketplace

December 9

The Villager

December 16 Simon’s Marketplace
December 23 The Villager

GMChorale Concert

On November 13, 2022 at 4pm, GMChorale
presents a unique pairing of baroque and contemporary music with Antonio Vivaldi's Gloria,
composed c.1716 in Venice performed alongside
Martin Sedek's The Four Seasons: A Cantata
composed in 2015 in the United States. The latter is set to sonnets, translated into English by
the composer, that Vivaldi originally set to accompany his instrumental work: The Four Seasons. Audiences will be delighted to hear the baroque and contemporary styles in conversation
and juxtaposed against one another for a
uniquely GMChorale musical event. Tickets at
www.gmchorale.org/event. The concert will be
at the Santo Fragilio Performing Arts Center at
Middletown High School, 200 La Rosa Lane,
Middletown CT, 06457
Church Clean-up Day
November 20th following church worship will
be a Clean-up Day. Please bring rakes, tarps
and gloves
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Christmas at United Church of Chester
Saturday, December 3
Christmas Fair
9 am to 2 pm
The annual Christmas Fair features crafts, homemade goods and foods, a silent auction, alternate
gift giving opportunities, and much more.
Saturday, December 10
Stuff a Cruiser
9am to 2 pm
Donate and deliver specific new, unwrapped toys for local children who might otherwise not have
any Christmas presents. Gift tags are available at UCC and Essex Savings Bank located in Chester. Donations are accepted at UCC from now until Thursday, December 15th.
Sunday, December 18
Christmas Cantata
10 am
Song Heard ’Round the World , a cantata by Joseph M. Martin, will be performed during the
10:00 am service. Joining our choir will be soloists and an instrumental ensemble.
Saturday, December 24th
Family Christmas Eve Service
5 pm
We will have our traditional Christmas Eve Family Service here at 5 pm, filled with the joy of the
choir anthems.
Sunday, December 25th
Christmas Day Worship Service
We will have our traditional worship service here at 10 am.

10 am

Advent Wreath Lighting - Volunteers Needed
We are looking for 5 families or groups of folks to participate in the annual Advent Wreath lighting ceremony. The readings will be provided for you in advance. The dates are the 4 Sundays in Advent - November 27, December 4, 11 and 18, and Christmas Eve. Please contact Alan or the church office if you
are interested.

Contact the church office if you are interested in contributing to poinsettias to deliver to our homebound folks a couple of weeks before Christmas and to decorate the sanctuary so that they can be enjoyed throughout the holidays.
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THE CHRISTMAS FAIR
DECEMBER 3, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The Christmas Fair is only four weeks away and we could use your help. Here is a list of dates and
ways that you can help.
Saturday, November 26th at 9:00 am there are a few members that will be baking cookies at the
church. If you would like to join us, please let me know. We sell out of cookies very quickly and
could really use more this year. If you would like to bring your favorite already-made cookie batter
recipe to bake, that would be great too.
November 28th through December 2nd We will be decorating Fellowship Hall and getting Grandma’s
attic organized at around 6:00 p.m. each day. We will be accepting greens donations as of November
28th and throughout the week as well. (examples of greens – pine boughs, holly, bayberry, etc.) to
make Christmas sprays starting at 9:00 on December 2nd.
November 30th join Margie Warner from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm for “Nutty” Nut Ball Night! Margie will
be in the kitchen rolling and baking these tasty confections for the Christmas Fair. Please wear a
mask and bring pre-made dough if you can. Recipes are available along with a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.
December 2nd at 9:00 am We will be making the sprays and finishing up whatever needs to be done.
We could really use some volunteers to help make the sprays this year.
December 3rd - the day of the Fair We will need many volunteers to man the various tables that we
have, cookie booth, kitchen, grandma’s attic, silent auction, gift baskets, knitting and especially clean
-up. Please sign up for the time slot that you will be able to help! We would like to have enough volunteers throughout the day to give a break to the chair people at each table.
OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP OR DONATE:
Bake – cookies, brownies, pies, breads, muffins, quiches, fudge, cupcakes, candies, etc.
Prepared foods - stew, soup, macaroni & cheese, jams and jellies, etc.
Gift Baskets - picnic, camping, craft, dog, cat, candle, bath and body, wrapping paper, Italian, baking, tea, coffee, gardening, gameboards, golf, girls, boys, baby, book, movie, eco-friendly, etc.
Grandma’s Attic items - We are accepting clean Christmas related items only in new or like-new condition.
Knitting - Barb Tomasi could use your help securing knitting. Items should be blocked and tagged
with fiber content and washing instructions.
Silent Auction Items - Kathy Merola could use some help securing items for the Silent Auction - give
her a call and offer your services or an item! Contact her at 860-526-9262, merolaland@att.net, or txt at
860-391-4442.
The sign-up sheets are hanging up on the Sign-up Board in the narthex. Please consider volunteering, even if it is for just a couple of hours – it is a lot of fun and your help would be greatly appreciated.
Brenda Johnson
Christmas Fair Chairperson
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CHRISTMAS OUTREACH
Please see the Outreach bulletin board in tge
Narthex as we prepare for the annual Holiday
Gift Giving Program in early December. You
will find tags with specific gender/age gift requests for local children at UCC and Essex
Savings Bank located in Chester. Please choose
a gift you’d like to purchase, take the tag to
attach to your new, unwrapped gift, please
leave your name & telephone number on the
bulletin board so we can keep track of the gifts
to be donated. Thank you so much for helping us to provide a wonderful Christmas
morning for so many children. Gifts will be
accepted at UCC now thru December 18.
STUFF-A-CRUISER TOY DRIVE
Town of Chester and United Church of Chester town-wide Holiday toy drive. Gift drop
off Saturday December 10, between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. at 29 W. Main Street. Gift
tags are available in the church Fellowship Hall
for specific gifts for local children. Gift cards
to Wal-Mart or Marshalls are also welcome. Please return unwrapped gifts with
their gift tags to the church as soon as possible. Final toy drop off is Sunday, December 18. The church is open TuesdayFriday 9-1. We are also accepting gift card
donations in any denomination for Covenant to Care in Middletown (Walmart or
Amazon cards only please ).
THE GIFT OF DONATION IS A PERFECT FIT

Birthdays

1 James Rutty
3 Madeline Toledano
Briana Jeweczyn
4 Kamilla Dompier
5 Dominique Bester
6 Shirley Baker
10 Myrtle Jameson
12 Bettie Bernhart
Jamie Pullin
15 P.J. Lewis
16 Owen Maher, Sawyer Maher
19 Zoe Parikalas
Jean Bradley
20 Kimberly Howley
23 Drew Pullin
27 Jerry Stevenson
29 Eric Yale
Judy Alvord
Anne Skagen
30 Zachary Just
Anniversaries
20 Audra and Jonathan McGee
23 Barbara-Jan Wilson and Tim Napier
31 Christian and Melissa Whitney

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Brainerd Library in Haddam for the loan of plexiglass that will enable us to
have the Cookie Booth at the Christmas Fair.

