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OVERLOOKING JENNINGS POND
Rev. W. Alan Froggatt

My colleague The Rev. Tim Haut may be retired, but his poetry continues to resound. I thought this
piece would be apt for the start of May, see if you don’t agree!

May Day

Sweet day,
gowned in green and gold,
you call us to dance with you
to an oriole’s tune.
It is time for joy,
as the ribbons of clouds fly
from the passing rain,
and the earth sings, sprouts,
rises true as a promise.
The living has been hard too long,
hard as a bitter hermit
red in hand from the cold
which gives no kindness.
And so the weary laborer,
who bends away from wind,
trusts no generous invitation
for fear that all true goods
are finally false,
and thus lives wretched
in a wounded wortld.

But some, instead, leave flowers at the door,
run to dance to the oriole’s tune,
astonished at the secret
hidden in the hollow of this May day.
Here is a walnut split,
like the atoms of everything,
showing a heart,
and can it be that all is held together,
sings, sprouts, rises
out of love?
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CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

Under Article

members of The United Church of Chester are hereby called to an

on Sunday, May 17, 2026, at 11:00 am

in the sanctuary immediately following the

The purpose of the meeting will be to:

¢ Receive reports of committees
o Receive and vote on the report of the Nominating Committee

¢ Transact any other business proper to come before the church

membership
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II (Meetings) of our Constitution and By-Laws,

Annual Meeting

morning worship service.

Respectfully submitted,
Deb Calamari, Church Clerk
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Choir Appreciation Day - June 14th

On June 14th we will be celebrating Choir Ap-
preciation Day! Please take a moment to hon-
or and thank the choir and Katli for the beau-
tiful music that they provide each week. They

are a true treasure!

Upcoming Church Meetings

May 3rd
May 17th
May 31st
June 7th
June 14th
June 28th
July 5th

Trustees Meeting

Annual Meeting

Pastoral Relations Meeting
Sermon Talk Back

Choir Appreciation Day

Trustees Meeting

Sunday Worship starts at 9:00 am

Choir Members:
Diane Adams Paul Indorf
Cheryl Archer Ruth Mowrey
Claudia Epright Anne Skagen
Ed Epright Casey Snyder
Jennifer Gill Margie Warner
Pat Holloway Abbey Weiss
Rick Holloway
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Friday Coffice Hours

At 8:15 a.m. Alan will be at:

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

July 3

The Villager

Simon’s Marketplace
The Villager

Simon’s Marketplace
The Villager

Simon’s Marketplace
The Villager

Simon’s Marketplace
The Villager

No Coffice Hours
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Katie Wilcox Sunday May 31

Every Spring our church celebrates Katie Wilcox, a member of
our congregation who heard the missionary call and traveled to
India, a journey which led to the founding of Lady Doak Col-
lege in Madurai, India. We will celebrate Katie’s life and minis-
try on May 31st by collecting a special donation devoted to La-
dy Doak College beginning May 31st. Envelopes will be availa-
ble in the narthex. Please make any gift you are able to (or you
can use the Donate button on our church web site, noting the
designation), place it in the envelope and bring it along to
church on the 31st.

UNITED CHURCH = Rummage and Bake Sale — Results

OF CHESTER
RUMMAGE , _
SALE! We made $2,992 at our Rummage and Bake Sale this past April. Many, many thanks
N—ﬁ to our co-chairs Judy Schondorf and Marie Ready. A grateful thank you to all you
! helped with setting up, baking, working the day of the sale and cleaning-up after the
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 ©;
9:00AM-1:00pM [l sale.

29 W.MAIN ST
. CHESTER, CT

Townwide Tag Sale - Saturday, May 23rd

Remnants of our Rummage sale will be included in the Chester Townwide Tag Sale on Saturday, May
23rd. We will participate in the sale from 9am to 1pm.

Any one willing to help? We'll need a couple of volunteers to help set up May 23 at about 8 am. Also
someone to cover part of the 8 - 2 pm sale. No pricing of items, just donations. Rain will cancel. Sign-up
sheet is in Fellowship Hall.

And if anyone wants to set up their own Tag Sale on our lawn that day, that would work, too.

Talk to me at church, or call 860-526-2443 or email
dianedavelindsay(@att.net.

Diane Lindsay


mailto:dianedavelindsay@att.net
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z6F9/home
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Thank you to Casey Krane and Krane Irish Dancers!

Thanks to Diane Lindsay we have some photos of our Irish Dance performance on St. Patrick’s Day! A
great day was had by one and all!

The Krane Irish Dance Group meets
here every Monday night starting at
5:30. We are very lucky to have such a
talented group here at United Church
of Chester.

A Letter from Karli
Beloved UCC Congregation,

To everything a season, to everything a time; A moment to move forward and leave the past behind.
As summer turns to autumn and bids farewell to spring, There comes a time for turning to every liv-
ing thing. Now is the time for turning and this the place to start.....

These lyrics from an upcoming choir anthem sum up where I am in my life, like many of you who
have decided to step back from your busy work lives. (I don’t like the word retirement. How do you
retire from making music? Impossible!)

At the end of July I will begin my next adventure. I have had the honor, pleasure and delight to be
singing, accompanying and conducting our choir as well as communing with you for about 27 years. I
am not sure where I am going yet, but there will hopefully be snow involved wherever it is. And
while Minnesota will always be one “home” to me, Chester will be remain another “home”. Thank
you for all of your support, friendship and appreciation for the music through these many years. The
time for turning has come.

Peace, Love, Harmony and Shalom
Karli Gilbertson
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Upcoming Community Events

May 2nd - Rotary Duck Race 1 pm - Downtown Ches-

ter
May 9th - Chester Tour of Homes

May 12th - Chester Garden Club lecture - 7:15 pm
Open to the public

May 21st - Scouts All Pack Meeting 6:30 pm - 8 pm

May 23rd - Chester Town-wide Tag Sale and Chester
Garden Club Plant Sale 9 am - 1 pm at United Church
of Chester

May 25th - Chester Memorial Day Parade 10 am - meet
at North Quarter Park.  The parade will start at the
Chester War Memorial

Treehouse Players Theater Camp returns to United
Church of Chester for the summer from June 22nd -
August 7th and August 17th - August 21st.

Congratulations to Diane Lindsay who wel-
comed her first great grandchild earlier this year
on March 25th. Wyatt Thomas Liquori was
born weighing 9 lbs and 6 oz and was 22 and {
1/2” long. Here is his picture with patents
Matt & Taylor Liquori. Welcome to the world
little Wyatt!

Shoreline Soup Kitchen

The Shoreline Soup Kitchen continues to
serve inside dining here each Sunday at Unit-
ed Church of Chester.. To assist the soup
kitchen please make sure that there are 6 ta-
bles with chairs set up in fellowship hall on
Sundays.

Soup Kitchen Food Donations

Shoreline Soup Kitchen donations should be
dropped off at the Chester Town Hall. Please
do not drop off food donations at the United
Church of Chester as we cannot distribute
them.

Thank You.




May/June 2026 The Uniter Page 6

% Z
? 7 < |
2026
Birthdays
Birthdays
10 Kara Manierre
1 Tim Napier 12 Billy Jewczyn
11  Sally Marston 13 Reece Whitney
15 May Phillips 20 Abbey Weiss
21 Elaine Melillo
31 Melissa Whitney Anniversaries
Anniversaries 1  Deron & Jessica Grabel
5 Michael & Allison Abramson
6 Charles & Judy Schondorf 15 Hilarie Clark Moote & Jeff Moore
20 Gene & Sheila Robida 19 Rick & Pat Holloway
23 Matt & Brianna Jewczyn 22 Ed & Claudia Epright

23 Laird & Toni Smith
24 Vincent & Barbara Tomasi
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Mother’s Day - May 10th ~ Fathet’s Day - June 21st




