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Summertime, and the livin’ is easy… 
 
George Gershwin notwithstanding, there is a reason for the feeling.  The days are long, providing 
more opportunities for enjoying the outdoors; the birds are particularly vocal summer mornings; this is 
the season for fireflies, which seem to be out in abundance this year; and we seem to enjoy our days in 
a more leisurely manner than the rest of the year. 
 

I’m going to take the opportunity this summer to revisit a series of sermons I preached at Star Island, 
part of New Hampshire’s Isles of Shoals, during one of the UCC’s annual week-long conferences 
many years ago.  (Technically, the Isles are shared between Rye, NH and Kittery, ME.)   
 

I’m calling the series, “The Gentle Iconoclast,” which will look at some of the obvious and not-so-obvious 
idols that continue to bedevil both church and culture.  It will also include a few examples of things 
ministers have always wanted to say to their congregations, but out of a keen sense of self-
preservation, seldom do, so fasten your seatbelts! 
 

Here is the series: 
 

August 2   The Gentle Iconoclast:  American Idols 
Whom and what does our culture idolize?  Who do we admire and why?  Are our idols worth emulat-
ing or are they wolves in sheep’s garb?  The Old Testament has some pretty strong language about 
idolatry, whether gods or humans – does it have anything to say to our own day? Do we care? 
 

August 9   Nice Sermon, Reverend 
The three words no preacher ever wants to hear.   
 

August 16   Blessed Burgers 
What are some of the sacred cows of our age?  More to the point, what are the church’s sacred cows, 
the topics or parts of our church’s personality no one wants to address or change because, well, you 
know, this is the way we have always done things… 
 

August 23   God & Superman 
You may remember our Christmas Eve sermon last year when we plumbed the surprising number of 
similarities the culture inadvertently infers between God and Santa Claus.  Here we take the tendency a 
step further, wondering in what ways our ides of God are little more than our own tendencies to un-
derstand God as the sum of the very best of humanity. 
 

August 30   Wholly Holy 
Finally, all our idolatries crumble when held in the light of the Holy.  What is holiness to you?  How 

will we know when we encounter it?  Is it something immense and grandiose, or are there sparkles of it 

everywhere we look? 
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Friday Coffice Hours  
At 8:15 a.m. Alan will be at: 

 

July 10 The Villager 

July 17 Simon’s Marketplace 

July 24 No Coffice Hours 

August 7 The Villager 

August 13 Simon’s Marketplace 

August 20 The Villager 

August 27 Simon’s Marketplace 

 

Reminder that during the months of  July and August our worship 
service moves to 9:00 AM! 

Church Council Update 
 
At our Annual Meeting held on May 18th the 
Annual Report was approved.  Most everyone 
has returned to their same positions as last year: 
  

Moderator: Pete Zanardi 
Vice Moderator: Stephen Roach 
Treasurer: Jonathan Tobin 
Clerk: Deb Calamari 

 
Our chairpersons for Trustees, Deacons and 
Outreach remain the same; Bob Luther 
(Trustees), Deb Germini Calamari (Deacons) and 
Sue Germini Humble (Outreach) Thank you to 
all who continue to serve! 

Summer Schedule 
 
Alan will be taking some time off in July.  Here 
is the list of who will be providing the sermon in 
his absence: 
 

July 26 - Rev. Joseph M. Tobin 
 

Thank you to everyone for leading us in worship 
this summer!   

Summer Music Schedule 

July 12: Diane Adams 

July 19: Karli Gilbertson 

July 26: Rick Holloway, Pat Holloway, Cheryl 
Archer and Paul Indorf 

Aug. 2: TBD 

Aug. 9: Diane Adams 

Aug. 16: Diane Adams, Cheryl Archer and Paul 
Indorf 

Aug. 23: TBD 

Aug. 30: TBD 
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Help your neighbor, Help yourself 
 
Chester’s Sustainability Team is promoting Home Energy SolutionsSM (HES), a program funded by a 
small fee on utility bills and supported by Eversource. HES services help save money on heating and 
cooling and make homes more comfortable. The service entails a visit by a qualified contractor who de-
termines where a home is losing energy; the contractor then seals air leaks to the extent possible. If more 
work is needed, there are significant savings available for insulation, windows, appliances, etc. The HES 
service is always no-cost for income-eligible households (see link below for qualifying income), and avail-
able rebates greatly reduce or even negate the cost of additional recommended work.   
 
Still, many who would benefit the most do not take advantage of the HES program. Why not? Perhaps… 

They aren’t aware of the program and that it is no-cost for income-eligible households. 
They may be embarrassed that they have let some repairs slide. 
They live alone and are uneasy about letting strangers into their homes. 
They rent and need permission from their landlord, who may be wary of allowing any type of assess-

ment. 
 
If you know someone who might benefit from this program, how can you help? 

Tell them how great this program is. If you haven’t used it, sign up at the link below.  
Offer to sit with them on the day of the service or ask someone trusted to do so. 
Let them know that the service fixes air leaks on the spot and offers significant discounts on addition-

al work. 
Assure them that If more work is recommended, it is completely optional and no one is going to 

bother them with solicitations. 
If the landlord is wary, tell them to contact Energize CT or call the number below to gain assurance 

that this program is limited to saving energy and energy costs, nothing else.  
 

To learn more about HES home visits, go to HeatSmartCT.org/Chester or call 877-878-3006.  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.heatsmartct.org/chester/
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Congratulations Graduates! 
 
We celebrate the achievements of the following individuals: 
 
Emma Abramson, daughter or Mike and Allie Abramson, graduated from Valley Regional High 
School.  Emma will be attending the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in the 
fall to study Medical Imaging. 
 
Three of Diane Lindsays’ grandchildren graduated this spring: 
 
• Molly Rourke graduated from UCONN in three years with a double major in Speech, Language & 

Hearing and Spanish. 
 
• Kate Lindsay graduated from Worcester Polytechnical Institute with an Aeronautical Engineering 

degree.  (She’s a rocket scientist!) 
 
• Joe Liquori earned a Masters degree in Engineering Management. 
 
Peggy Phillip’s granddaughter, Kayla Elizabeth Warnke graduated with senior honors ranking from 
Daniel Hand High School in Madison, CT.  She will be attending Suffolk University in Boston next 
year where she will also be playing lacrosse. 
 
Reece Whitney, son of Chris and Melissa Whitney graduated from Springfield College.  Reece re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in Secondary Education to be a History teacher.  Reece was also 
an all conference first team for lacrosse. 



 

 

 

Lady Doak College 
 
This year our Lady Doak College collection was able to raise $1.848 for Lady 
Doak College which will go to their new satellite campus.  Thank you one and all!   
 
Diane Adams made a visit to Lady Doak College earlier in the year and shared her 
experiences on Katie Wilcox Day (May 31st).  Below is a picture of Diane with her 
daughter Jordan and some additional pictures from 

Tag Sale Results 
 
Many thanks to Judy Schondorf, Marie Ready, Diane Lindsay and crew that made our Rummage & 
Bake Sale, and our Tag sale a success!  Our Rummage and Bake Sale made $2,992 and our Tag Sale net-
ted an additional $450  Grand total for both sales was $3,442!  Great job everyone!! 
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays 
 
2 Robert Hart 
 Jonathan Howley 
5 Joe Forst 
9 Lori Lawrie 
12 Ruth Mowrey 
13 Matt Jewczyn 
15 Charles Schondorf 
19 Dan Bernier 
22 Linda Mattes 
23 Brenda Johnson 
24 Judy Schondorf 
25 Toni Smith 
 
Anniversaries 
 
6 Lol & Charlene Fearon 
14 Alan & Deb Froggatt 
26 Eileen Sypher & John Yrchik 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
Birthdays 
 
 
1 Kimberly Mills 
5 Laurel Johnson 
6 Marie Ready 
11 Sarah Peters 
19 Gene Robida 
20 Sophia Abramson 
21 Bridget Forant 

 
Anniversaries 

 
5 Scot & Kimberly Mills 
6 Ernest & May Phillips 
23 Al & Margie Warner 

 

Rally Day Picnic - September 13th 
 
Mark your calendars!  The annual Church Rally 
Day picnic is coming on Sunday, September 
13th following the worship service. As usual the 
picnic is pot luck so bring your favorite dish to 
share. 


