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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER 

An Open & Affirming Congregation of 
The United Church of Christ 

August 16, 2026, 9:00 a.m. 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME                                                              Claudia Epright, Deacon 

 
PRELUDE                                                         O Perfect Love                                      (arr) D.N. Johnson 

Susan Paisley, organist 
 
INTROIT                                                                   This is the Day                                            (traditional) 

Diane Adams, Cheryl Archer, ukelele 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
You and I have been sculpted into being by a divine hand.  This is why we gather as the 
people of God. 

We come with open and outstretched hands that reach in peaceful welcome to a 
world of  neighbors known and unknown. 

We come with clasped hands that hold before God in prayer those things we release to 
Christ’s care and entrust to the Spirit’s power. 

We come to lend our hands as apprentices in the holy vocations of creation and 
renewal.  May   we worship God together with gladness, and serve God hand in 
hand. Amen.   

 
*HYMN                                             Praise to the Living God                                              18 

Praise to the living God, the God of love and light, whose word brought forth the 
myriad suns and set the worlds in flight; whose infinite design, which we but dimly see, 
pervades all nature, making all a cosmic unity. 
 
Praise to the living God, from whom all things derive, whose Spirit formed upon this 
sphere the first faint seeds of life; who caused them to evolve, unwitting, toward God’s 
goal, till humankind stood on the earth, as living, thinking souls. 
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Praise to the living God, who knows our joy and pain, who shares with us our common 
life, the sacred and profane.  God toils where-e’re we toil, in home and mart and mill; 
and deep within the human heart God leads us forward still. 
 
Praise to the living God, around, within, above, beyond the grasp of human mind, but 
whom we know as love.  In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife, may we 
bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
We thank you, living God, that in Jesus Christ you have built a house not made with 
hands, a people among whom you live.  We thank you that you have called us and 
that we belong to you.  We come now, longing to know the touch of your Spirit, that 
we may be emboldened to serve you in the world.  Come to us that we may recognize 
you and sing your praise; through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                Isaiah 44.6-20 
 
ANTHEM                                               I’ll Fly Away                                       A.E. Brumley 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                         Mark 12.28-34 
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given 
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important?” “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” the man 
replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other. To love God with all 
your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor 
as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that 
he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And 
from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.  
 
SERMON                                                           “Blessed Burgers”                    Rev. W. Alan Froggatt 

    (The Gentle Iconoclast – III) 
“All who make idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit; their 

witnesses neither see nor know.  And so they will be put to shame.  Who would fashion a 
god or cast an image that will do no good?” 

(Isaiah 44.9-10) 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
OFFERTORY                                        Michael Row the Boat Ashore                                    (traditional) 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (“trespasses”) 
 
POEM                                             Slay Your Sacred Cows              Chelan Harkin 

 
*HYMN                                              Community of Christ                                                502 

Community of Christ, who make the cross your own, live out your creed and risk your 
life for God alone: the God who wears your face, to whom all worlds belong, whose 
children are of every race and every song.  
 
Community of Christ, look past the church’s door and see the homeless, see the 
hungry, and the poor. Take hands with the oppressed, the jobless in your street, take 
towel and water, that you wash your neighbor’s feet.  
 
Community of Christ, through whom the word must sound cry out for justice and for 
peace the whole world round: disarm the powers that war and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears of anguish into joy.  
 
When menace melts away, so shall God’s will be done, the climate of the world be 
peace and Christ its Sun; our currency be love and kindliness our law, our food and 
faith be shared as one for evermore. 
 

*BENEDICTION                                            
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE           When The Saints Go Marching In            J.M Black/K. Purvis 
 

(* those who are able may stand) 
 
 
 
 



 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 

August 16    9:00 am 
   5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

August 21     8:15 am Coffice hours at 
The Villager 

   August 23     9:00 am 
    5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the 
United Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, 
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 
The Deacon for the month of August is Claudia Epright.  Chancel flowers were provided 
by Eileen and Ed Sypher in memory of Elsie Sypher.  You were greeted this morning by 
Jane Stevens and Joe Ferjak. 
 
Thank you to Susan Paisley, Diane Adams and Cheryl Archer for leading us in music 
for today’s worship service. 

 
ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS:  Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 


