
    Reverend W. Alan Froggatt, Minister 
   Post Office Box 383, Chester, Connecticut 06412   860-526-2697 

  E-mail:  - unitedchester@uccchester.org  web site: www.uccchester.org 

 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER 

An Open & Affirming Congregation of 
The United Church of Christ 

August 23, 2026, 9:00 a.m. 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME                                                              Claudia Epright, Deacon 

 
PRELUDE                      Symphonie No. 9 “Gothique” Op. 70.11 Andante Sostenuto 

Charles-Marie Widor 
Chase Olson, organist 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Let us love you, O Christ, in your first coming: 

When you were made human, for the love of all humanity, and your love for me. 
Let us love you, O Christ, in your second coming: 

When with an inconceivable love, you stand and knock at the door, that you might 
enter into every human soul, and into mine. 

Plant in our souls, O Christ, the very likeness of your love: 
That when we are called by you, we may be ready to serve you, and one another, 
without pause, and come to you with all joy.  Amen.   

 
*HYMN                                     Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                       12 

Immortal, invisible,  God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, most 
blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we 
praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above thy clouds which are fountains of 
goodness and love. 
 
To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, and wither and perish, but naught 
changeth thee. 
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Thou reignest in glory, thou dwellest in light, thine angels adore thee, all veiling their 
sight; all praise we would render; O help us to see ‘tis only the splendor of light hideth 
thee. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
When we meet as brother and sister, help us to see beneath our differences to our 
common humanity, our common needs, that we may love and serve each other 
faithfully.  Open our hearts to the knowledge that beneath our need for one another 
lies a deeper need, a yearning which only you can fill.  May we learn in this hour that 
we can be fully each other's only when we are fully yours.  In the name of the Christ 
who makes us one, Amen. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            Genesis 1.26-27  
“Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  So God created humanity in the 
divine image, in the image of God were they created; they were created both male and 
female.” 
 
ANTHEM                                                 Laudamus Te                                                   Vivaldi 

Jennifer Gill, Pat Holloway 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                       Romans 1.18-25                                          (p. 1026 
 
HYMNS                                                       Silent Night, Holy Night  (v.1)                                              142 
         Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (v.1)                                          205 
 
SERMON                                                    “God & Superman”                     Rev. W. Alan Froggatt 

    (The Gentle Iconoclast – IV) 
“Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals 
and reptiles.” 

(Romans 1.22-23) 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
OFFERTORY                                         Be Thou My Vision                           (arr) The Martins 

Cheryl Archer, Pat & Rick Holloway, Paul Indorf 



 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (“trespasses”) 
 
POEM                                             The Altar in the Mirror                        Anonymous 

 
*HYMN                                        I Sing the Mighty Power of God                                          57 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, that spread the flowing 
seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.  I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule 
the day; the moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 
 
I sing the goodness of our God that filled the earth with food; and formed us from the 
lowly sod and then pronounced us good.  O how your wonders are displayed where’er 
I turn my eye:  if I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the sky! 
 
There’s not a plant or flower below but makes your glories known; and clouds arise, 
and tempests blow, by order from your throne, while all that borrows life from you is 
ever in your care.  Where’er I go, whate’re I do, I find your presence there. 
 

*BENEDICTION                                            
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE            
 
POSTLUDE                                                     Fugue in G Minor                  Johann Adam Reincken 
 

(* those who are able may stand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOOKING AHEAD 
 

August 23     9:00 am 
    5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

August 28  8:15 am Coffice hours at 
Simon’s 
Marketplace 

   August 30  9:00 am 
 5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the 
United Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, 
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 
The Deacon for the month of August is Claudia Epright.  Chancel flowers were provided 
by Diane Lindsay in celebration of all the Teachers and Students heading back to school 
soon. You were greeted this morning by Diane Lindsay.  Peggy Phillips is hosting coffee 
hour. 
 
Welcome Chase Olson 
We are so pleased this morning to welcome Chase Olson to our worship.  Chase is a recent 
graduate of Oberlin College, where he majored in organ performance and finance.  He is 
just beginning his organ studies at Yale, in the Institute for Sacred Music.  Chase has 
performed on the organ in over a dozen venues, from San Francisco to Paris.  He has also 
served as church organist and choir director in several churches and is well-versed in music 
from various traditions.   He is accomplished in piano, harpsicord, and choral conducting, 
as well as composing.  And he has received awards for teaching.  Many thanks for being 
with us! 
 
The Card Rack is back in the Card Corner in Fellowship Hall! 
 
Sermon Talk Back 
Our next Sermon Talk Back will be after the worship service on Sunday, September 5th at 
11:00. 
 
Worship Service Time Change 
Reminder that on Sunday, September 5th our worship service returns to 10:00 am.   
 
ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS:  Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 


