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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER 

An Open & Affirming Congregation of 
The United Church of Christ 

August 30, 2026, 9:00 a.m. 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME                                                           Claudia Epright, Deacon 

 
PRELUDE                       

Corbin Beisner, organist 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                              (from Isaiah 6) 
I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, whose presence filled the temple. 

And the angels sang, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; the earth is filled with 
God’s glory! 

And I said Woe is me! For my lips are unclean, and my eyes have seen the Lord of hosts! 
And one of the angels said, ‘Your guilt is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.’ 

Then the voice of the Lord spoke:  ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 
Here I am, Lord.  Send me.  Amen. 

 
*HYMN                                        Holy God, We Praise Your Name                                      28 

Holy God, we praise your name; Sovereign God, we bow before you; all on earth your 
scepter claim, all the heavenly hosts adore you.  Infinite your vast domain, everlasting 
is your reign. 
 
Hark, the glad celestial hymn angel choirs around are raising; cherubim and seraphim, 
in unceasing chorus praising, fill the heavens with joys aflame:  holy, holy is your name. 
 
All apostles join the strain as your sacred name they hallow; prophets swell the glad 
refrain, and the blessed martyrs follow; and from morn to set of sun, through the 
church the song goes on. 
 
Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, Three we name you, while in essence truly one, 
undivided God we claim you: so we gather reverently to adore the mystery. 
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            Exodus 20.1-7 
And God spoke all these words: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, 
out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for 
yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 
waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 
love me and keep my commandments. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, 
for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses the holy name.”  
 
 
ANTHEM                                                 Pass Me Not           (arr) The Martins & R.W. Johnson 

Cheryl Archer, Pat & Rick Holloway, Paul Indorf 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                       II Corinthians 4.1-6 
 
SERMON                                                           “Wholly Holy”                        Rev. W. Alan Froggatt 

    (The Gentle Iconoclast – V) 
“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them.” 

(Exodus 20.4-5) 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
OFFERTORY                                            Lift Thine Eyes from “Elijah”          Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 

Diane Adams, Cheryl Archer, Jennifer Gill and Pat Holloway 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 



PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (“trespasses”) 
 
POEM                                                      Woke              Aled Harris 

 
 
*HYMN                                    Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty                                    10 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
holy, holy, holy! Merciful and Mighty!  God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, casting down their golden crowns around 
the glassy sea; cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  God ever-living, 
through eternity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, though the sinful human eye thy 
glory may not see; only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,  perfect in power, in 
love and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!  All thy works shall praise thy name in earth 
and sky and sea; holy, holy, holy!  merciful and mighty; God in three persons, blessed 
Trinity! 
 

*BENEDICTION                                            
 
POSTLUDE                                                      
 

(* those who are able may stand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOOKING AHEAD 
 

August 30 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

September 4  8:15 am Coffice hours at 
The Villager 

   September 6 10:00 am 
 5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

 
NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the 
United Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, 
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 
The Deacon for the month of August is Claudia Epright.  Chancel flowers were provided 
by Doreen Schwab in celebration of family and friends. You were greeted this morning by 
Doreen Schwab.  is hosting coffee hour. 
 
Welcome Corbin Beisner 
We are so pleased to welcome Corbin Beisner to our worship this morning.  He is an award-
winning classical pianist, with numerous CDs, who has performed throughout the United 
States and Europe for more than twenty years.  For fifteen years he has also served churches 
in Connecticut as organist and choir director.  He holds music degrees from the Hartt School 
of Music and a masters’ degree from the Franz Liszt Academy in Budapest.  He and his wife 
Laura currently live in Berlin, Ct.  We are so glad you are with us this morning! 
 
Sermon Talk Back 
Our next Sermon Talk Back will be after the worship service on Sunday, September 5th at 
11:00. 
 
Worship Service Time Change 
Reminder next Sunday, September 5th our worship service returns to 10:00 am. 
 
Rally Day – Sunday, September 13th 
Rally Day is coming!  Save the date.  Please join us following the worship service on Sunday, 
September 13th for a fun pot luck picnic!   
 
ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS:  Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 


