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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER 

An Open & Affirming Congregation of 
The United Church of Christ 
October 4, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WELCOME                                                                   Pat Holloway, Deacon 
 

PRELUDE                                                Toccata per L’Elevazione                             G. Frescobaldi 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
L. How like an angel came I down!  How bright are all things here! 

P: When first among his works I did appear.  O how their glory me did crown! 
L: The world resembled his eternity, in which my soul did walk; 

P: And ev'ry thing that I did see did with me talk. 
 

*HYMN                                 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                         407 
Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, 
never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung 
by flaming tongues above.  Praise the mount!  I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy 
redeeming love. 
 
Here I pause along my journey; by thy help thus far I’ve come; and I hope, by thy great 
mercy, safely to arrive at home.  Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the 
fold of God; came to rescue me from danger, gave his body, shed his blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I am called to be!  Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee.  Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the 
God I love; here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                                           Psalm 139 
You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I 
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying 
down; you are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, 
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know it completely. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
HEBREW BIBLE READING            Psalm 139.13-18 
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you 
because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well.  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was 
woven together in the depths of the earth.  Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days 
ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  How precious 
to me are your thoughts, God!  How vast is the sum of them!  Were I to count them, they 
would outnumber the grains of sand—when I awake, I am still with you. 
 
ANTHEM                                              
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                   Luke 24.13-35                                                 (p. 966) 

 
SERMON                                                     “In Remembrance”                      Rev. Dr. Eileen Sypher 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
OFFERTORY                                   
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (“trespasses”) 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
INVITATION                                                                                                                     Rev. Toni Smith 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
POEM                                                  The Call                              George Herbert 1633 



 
*HYMN                                                 Thee We Adore                                                    321 

Thee we adore, O blessed Savior, thee, who in this sacrament now art pleased to be; 
both mortal flesh and spirit in thy presence fail.  Yet here thy presence we devoutly 
hail. 
 
O blest memorial of our dying Lord, who bread and wind to us here doth afford!  O 
may our hungry souls forever feed on thee, and thou, O Christ, forever precious be. 
 
O Christ, whom now our eyes can but dimly see, may what we thirst for soon our 
portion be, to gaze on thee, our Lord, at last and see thy face, the vision glorious of thy 
perfect grace. 
 

*BENEDICTION                                            
 
POSTLUDE                                                       Toccata in C                                         Carlos Seixas 
 

(* those who are able may stand) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 

October 4   10:00 am 
   5:00 pm 

Worship 
Soup Kitchen 

October 8   8:00 am 
  7:00 pm 

Yoga 
Choir 
Rehearsal 

October 5    5:30 pm Irish Dance October 9   8:15 am Coffice 
hours at The 
Villager 

October 6   8:00 am Yoga October 
11 

  10:00 am 
  11:00 am 
 
    5:00 pm 

Worship 
Council 
Mtg. 
Soup 
Kitchen 

 
 
 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the 
United Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, 
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 
The Deacon for the month of October is Pat Holloway.  Chancel flowers were provided 
by Sue Germini Humble in celebration of the return of the fall season.  You were greeted 
this morning by Sue Germini-Humble.  Coffee hour is hosted by someone special. 
 
Welcome to Dr. Beulah Jeyashree who is the new Principal from Lady Doak College and 
to Dr. Mercy Peckiam who is the Head and Associate Professor of the Post Graduate and 
Research Department of History.  We hope that you enjoy your visit to United Church of 
Chester today. 
 
Welcome to Corbin Beisner our new Music Director!   
 

 
ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS:  Thursday - Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 


