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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHESTER 

An Open & Affirming Congregation of 
The United Church of Christ 

September 20, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WELCOME                                                    Deb Germini Calamari, Deacon 

 
PRELUDE                                                    Dialogue en Rondeau                                    C. Balbastre 

David Doolittle, organ 
 
INTROIT                                             Down to the River to Pray (v. 1)                               traditional 

Diane Adams and Margie Warner 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            (3rd Century Greek hymn) 
O Light, whose splendor thrills and gladdens with radiance brighter than the sun, 
  Pure gleam of God’s unending glory, O Jesus, blest Anointed One. 
As twilight hovers near at sunset, and Lamps are lit, and children nod, 
  In evening hymns we lift our voices to Creator, Spirit, Christ, one God. 
In all life’s brilliant, timeless moments, let faithful voices sing your praise; 
  O Son of God, our life-bestower, whose glory lightens endless days. Amen. 

 
*HYMN                                      All Creatures of Our God, Now Sing                                     51 

All creatures of our God, now sing; lift up your voices, let them ring, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
O burning sun with golden beam, O silver moon with softer gleam 
 Refrain: O sing praises, O sing praises, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
O rushing wind with voice so strong, O clouds that sail in heaven along, sing your 
praises Alleluia!  O rising morn, in praise rejoice, O lights of evening, find a voice, 
 Refrain 
 
O flowing water, pure and clear, make music for your God to hear, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
O fire so masterful and bright, that gives to all both warmth and light, 
 Refrain 
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Now we who are of tender heart, forgiving others, take our part singing praises, 
Alleluia!  To God we lift our pain and care, the burdened sorrows that we bear, 
 Refrain 
 
Let all things their creator bless, and worship God in humbleness, Alleluia, Alleluia!  O 
praise the One who gives us birth, redeeming, giving life its worth,  
 Refrain 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                          (Walter Rauschenbusch, 1861–1918) 
O God, we thank you for this earth, our home; for the wide sky and the blessed sun, 
for the salt sea and the running water, for the everlasting hills and the never-resting 
winds, for trees and the common grass underfoot.  We thank you for our senses by 
which we hear the song of birds, and see the splendor of the summer fields, and taste 
of the autumn fruits, and rejoice in the feel of the snow, and smell the breath of spring.  
Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty; and save our souls from being so blind 
that we pass unseeing when even the common thornbush is aflame with your glory, 
O God our creator, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.   
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            Psalm 150 
Praise the Lord!  Praise God in the sanctuary; praise God in the mighty firmament!  
 
Sing praise for mighty deeds; sing praise to God’s surpassing greatness!  Sing praise with 
trumpet sound; sing praise with lute and harp!  Sing praise with tambourine and dance; sing 
praise with strings and pipe!  Sing praise with clanging cymbals, with loud clashing cymbals!  
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  

 
ANTHEM                                               In the Highways                                 Maybelle Carter 

Diane Adams, Al Cornell, Rev. Froggatt, Margie Warner 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON               John 1.1-4, 14; I John 1.5-7; John 3.19-21           (p. 968) 
 
SERMON                                             “Keep On the Sunny Side of Life”          Rev. W. Alan Froggatt 
“This is the message we have heard and proclaim to you, that God is light, in whom is no 
darkness at all…  Whoever does what is true comes to the light, that it may clearly seen 

that their deeds have been wrought in God.” 
(I John 1.5; John 3.21) 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 



 
OFFERTORY                                              Keep On the Sunny Side                                  A.P. Carter 
 
*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God for all that love has done / Creator, Christ and Spirit, One.  Amen 

 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (“trespasses”) 
 
POEM                                         How We Spend Our Days    Annie Dillard  (1945-2026) 

(from The Writing Life) 
 

*HYMN                                        Come, Christians, Join to Sing                                         108 
Come, Christians, join to sing:  Alleluia!  Amen!  Loud praise to Christ we bring:  
Alleluia!  Amen!  Let all with heart and voice, with hymns of thanks rejoice; praise we 
with grateful choice:  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
Come lift your hearts on high:  Alleluia!  Amen!  Let praises fill the sky:  Alleluia!  
Amen!  Christ is our Guide and Friend on whom we can depend; his love shall never 
end: Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
Praise yet our Christ again: Alleluia!  Amen!  Life shall not end the strain:  Alleluia!  
Amen!  On heaven’s blissful shore Christ’s goodness we’ll adore, singing forevermore: 
Alleluia!  Amen! 
 

*BENEDICTION                                            
 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE                 Down to the River to Pray (v. 2)                           traditional 
 
Postlude                   Sortie Sur l’hymne “Quid Nunc in Tenbris Tristis Aberras”        A. Guilmant 

 
(* those who are able may stand) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LOOKING AHEAD 

 

September 20   10:00 am 
  11:00 am 
 
 
    5:00 pm 

Worship 
Pastoral 
Relations 
Mtg 
Soup 
Kitchen 

September 
24 

  8:00 am Yoga 

September 21   5:00 pm Irish Dance September 25   8:15 am Coffice hours 
at The Villager 

September 22   8:00 am Yoga September 26 11:00 am Chester HS 
Reunion 

   September 27 10:00 am 
11:00 am 
 5:00 pm 

Worship 
Trustees Mtg 
Soup Kitchen 

 
 

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome!  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the 
United Church of Christ.  The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love, 
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.   
 
The Deacon for the month of September is Deb Calamari.  Chancel flowers were provided 
by John and Daphne Stitt.  You were greeted this morning by Daphne Stitt.  Coffee hour 
is hosted by Diane Lindsay. 
 
Thank you to David Doolittle, Diane Adams, Al Cornell, Rev. Froggatt and Margie 
Warner for leading us in music for today’s worship service. 
 

 
ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS:  Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday – Friday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 


