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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME Deb Germini Calamari, Deacon

PRELUDE There is a Balm in Gilead traditional
Sue Saltus, organist

CALL TO WORSHIP
On this Labor Day weekend, let our efforts be in union with God’s all-inclusive love;
Let all our works be united to God’s great Work of Creation, and may our work be
perfected in it.
As a breath of fresh air fills us and then becomes part of the atmosphere,
So may our labors become the building blocks of God’s work on earth.
And in the same way may those among whom we live and work also be drawn into God’s
embrace,
That we may understand how all of us work together for good. Amen.

*HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation 527
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. For these gifts to every nation, thanks be
to God. For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, future
needs in earth’s safe keeping, thanks be to God.

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done. In the help we give our neighbor, God’s
will is done. In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, in the
harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. For the good we all inherit, thanks be
to God. For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, most of
all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Lotrd of might and mercy, challenge us in this hour with the responsibility of
stewardship of time, labor and talent. Make us grateful for work to do and a place to
do that work as we see fit. So inform what we do with what we believe, that how we
work and how we act will reflect what we hold in our hearts, through faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Ecclesiastes 3.9-15

What do workers gain from their toil? I have seen the burden God has laid on the human
race. Everything has been made beautiful in its time. God has also set eternity in the human
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. I know that there
is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do good while they live. That each of
them may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God. I know
that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken
from it. God does it so that people will live in reverence. Whatever is has already been, and
what will be has been before; and God will call the past to account.

ANTHEM Sweet, Sweet, Spirit Avers
Claudia and Ed Epright, vocalists

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON I Corinthians 3.5-15 (p- 1041)
SERMON “Labor’s Love I ost” Rev. W. Alan Froggatt

“For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. For no one

can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
(I Corinthians 3.9, 11)
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERTORY We Plow the Fields and Scatter Claudias

*DOXOLOGY

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (“Yrespasses”)



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
POEM What We Need Is Here Wendell Berry (1934-2020)
*HYMN Lord of All Hopefulness 444

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could
destroy, be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at

the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and
the lathe, be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lord,
at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to welcome, your arms to
embrace, be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts and the
eve of the day.
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is contentment, whose presence is
balm, be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at
the end of the day.

*BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

(* those who are able may stand)



LLOOKING AHEAD

September 6 | 10:00 am |Worship September 10 | 8:30 am |Yoga
5:00 pm  |Soup Kitchen

September 8 | 8:30 am  |Yoga September 11 | 8:15 am |Coffice hours at
7:00 pm  |Chester Garden The Villager

Club - lecture

September 13 | 10:00 am |Worship
11:15 am |Rally Day
5:00 pm |Soup Kitchen

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome! No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here
at the United Church of Chester, an Open and Affirming Church and a member of the
United Church of Christ. The United Church of Chester is centered in Christ’s love,
embracing, nurturing, serving all, and committed to justice and peace.

The Deacon for the month of August is Deb Calamari. Chancel flowers were provided by
Deb Calamari in celebration of an extra hour’s sleep today. You were greeted this morning
by Norma Stearns. Coffee hour is hosted by Diane Lindsay.

Thank you to Sue Saltus, Claudia and Ed Epright for leading us in music for today’s
worship service.

Rally Day — September 13*

Next Sunday, September 13™ we will celebrate our annual Rally Day picnic following the
worship service. There will be music and games and of course lots of fun! Please bring a
dish to share, beverages will be provided.

ALAN’S OFFICE HOURS: Wednesday - Friday 8:30 am — 12:30 pm

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday — Friday 9:00 am — 1:00 pm



