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Overlooking Jennings Pond
Rev. W. Alan Froggatt

[I asked Diane Adams to write about the Silver Lake reunion two weekends ago that attracted more
than 500 folks, former campers, counsellors, Board members, supporters, and advocates. Here is her
experience.]

On Saturday August 22, Jordan and I went to Silver Lake for “The Road We Came in On”, a celebration
of what Silver Lake has meant to everyone for the past 70 years or so, as it reaches the end of its
current incarnation.

Approximately 500 people attended over the course of the weekend, former campers, counselors, deans,
chaplains, staff members, volunteers, and their families. We only went for the day on Saturday, but some
folks pitched tents on the ball field and others stayed in camp housing for the weekend.

There were a LOT of activities planned, and little time available to do everything! We each managed to
do some speed tie-dye, posed for decades photos, had lunch (cookout made by Chef Lynn), Jordan
joined fellow God Show alums for a mini-reunion/rehearsal and open mic performance, I squeezed in a
couple songs on ukulele for open mic as well as one s’more at the campfire, we reminisced over old
photos in the Cedars basement, and we both did some final shopping at the camp store.

Final worship... So many clergy... and Tim (Hughes)! We heard about how he had led the camp
through its final summer. We sang SO many songs—even got up on the stage to join in some of them!
Communion was served by ALL of the clergy, making their way through the crowd and serving by
intinction. Blessings were also offered—Jordan received a blessing from Molly Baskette. Clergy and
others shared items that represented the call that they had received while at Silver Lake. Prayers were
shared by throwing beach balls around while everyone shouted “Amen!” Folks were encouraged to take
containers and fill them with dirt from the garden as well as paper hearts with seeds embedded in them
to grow at home. Worship ended with a final song—“Great Big Love” to the tune of Pink Pony Club
(which, Jordan tells me, was written by Molly’s daughter Carmen).

Everyone had “all the feels” during and after the service. I had to remind Jordan that we couldn’t be the
last to leave, as some people were staying overnight. So many memories, both happy and sad, and so
much gratitude for the experiences we had.
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UPCOMING EVENTS &
EXCITING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

September October

Tuesday, September 8" - 7pm Sunday, October 11" - 11:00am
Chester Garden Club lecture Council Meeting

Sunday, September 13" - 11:00am Tuesday, October 13" - 7:00pm
United Church of Chester Rally Day Chester Garden Club Pot Luck Supper
Monday, September 14™ - 5:00pm Thursday, October 15" - 6:30pm
Irish Dance Group begins fall classes Scouts Pack Meeting

Tuesday, September 15% - 6:30pm Saturday, October 24™ - 4:00pm
Scouts Pack Meeting Brian House Halloween Party
Saturday, September 19" - 8:00am Sunday, October 25" - 11:00am
Closer to Free Ride to benefit Smilow Cancer  Trustees Meeting

Center

Friday, September 25" - 4:00pm Rally Day
Chester High School Reunion set-up

Following our worship service, join us on
Sunday, September 13™ for our annual Rally
Day picnic! There will be games and music
and lots of fellowship. Please bring a dish
to share. Beverages will be provided by the
deacons.

Saturday, September 26™ - 11:00am
Chester High School Reunion

Sunday, September 27" - 11:00am
Trustees Meeting

Alan’s Coffice Houts

September 4 Simon’s Marketplace

New Christian Themed Book Club Forming at the

September 11 The Villager Church

September 18— Simon’s Marketplace A New Book Club is forming at the Church that will

be meeting once a month in the evening. The focus
of the Book Club is that each month one Member of
the Book Club will lead a discussion on a particular

September 25  The Villager

October 2 No Coffice Hours book that is Christian Themed. Information about
October 9 The Villager ;ii;;:iggl/a ttiemr'e Ptllzzsfiziti{cul;aﬁz;llatst:}f; g;lllllrlc)ﬁ
Ouberts o acphes | O Ko el o sk
October 23 The Villager to attend.

Thank you.

October 30 Simon’s Marketplace
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My Drear UCC Congrepation,

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for your meredible generosity and recognition of
my retirement. As 4 musician, you can sometimes forget the value your songs can bring
to a wotld thirsting for beauty I feel your appreciation deeply and thank you for that I
will miss each and every one of you but wewill kesp in touch! Thanks to you, my piano,
which 1z my fourth child after Sten, Sena and Luna (the dog), will enjoy a safe space to
bide her time until I figure cut where to have her delivered back to me. Shalom my dear
friends. I will chenish the siened photo of our church always, as a reminder of the good
people of Chester.

sincerely,
K arli
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September Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays

7 Christian Whitney
10 BarbaraC, Smith
13 Jordans Adams Sack

Trudy Holliday
17  Doreen Schwab
18 Mari Lynd

20  Elizabeth Lynde
Nate Robida

21 Wendy Nelson
Mike Abramson

29 Paul Indorf

Anniversaries

9  Bob & Heather Hart

20 Chris & Brenda Johnson
27 Ed & Deb Calamari

28 Michael & Lianne Rutty

W) CTOBER-

October Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays

L=

15
16
17
22
25
27
30

Anniversaries

Deron Grabel
Stephen Roach
Heather Hart

Rev. George Easton
Sarah Napier

Lol Fearon

Deb Germini Calamari
Barbara-Jan Wilson
Eileen Sypher
Diane Lindsay
Debbie Froggatt
Michael Rutty

Mason Fearon

11
17

Keith & Kim Howley
Jeff & Lori Lawrie

Get to Know Us
@ www.uccchester.org
X unitedchester@uccchester.otg

&9 860-526-2697

Christmas Fair

It’s never too early to talk about the Christmas
Fair. This year’s fair is Saturday, December
5", Contact Marie Ready at 860.526.1487,
Judy Schondorf at 860.399.7772 or the church

office for more information.
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